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The Town of Creston is currently finalizing the new 
Zoning Bylaw to better serve residents and business 
owners in our community. The intent of our new 
Zoning Bylaw is to implement the community's vision 
as outlined in the Official Community Plan. The goal is 
to balance economic, social, and environmental needs 
while staying true to our history and landscape.

Throughout the Summer of 2021, Staff engaged with 
the community and Council to ensure that the new 
Zoning Bylaw reflects the community's vision. The 
Town of Creston reached out to residents in July via a 
mail-out to get citizens' planning gears turning and 
throughout July and August, the Town conducted 
'Zoning pop-ups' at the Farmers Market and gathered 
community feedback face-to-face. In October, the 
Town led an Open House to further engage with 
residents on key topics.

Engagement topics included:

     • Affordable and diverse housing, including 
        consideration of detached secondary suites;
     • Residential density;
     • Opportunities for economic growth;
     • Environmental preservation and more!

Throughout the entire process, Staff engaged with 
residents via the Lets Talk Creston website by distributing
important content, informational videos, surveys, and 
answering questions. 

Thank you to all of our participants! During the Fall and 
Winter of 2021, Staff will be incorporating feedback from
the community and Council into the Draft Zoning Bylaw.

Council will be reviewing the draft bylaw in the coming 
weeks. Stay tuned as we complete the public and 
Council process and pull the zoning bylaw across the 
finish line! 

The Town of Creston is seeking three community- 
minded individuals who are interested in volunteering 
to serve a three-year term on the Board of Variance.

The role of the Board of Variance is to determine if the 
requirements of the current Zoning Bylaw will cause 
undue hardship (i.e.: lot line setbacks of building 
and/or improvements) to a property owner contem-
plating construction. If the board determines that 
application of the Zoning Bylaw would cause undue 
hardship, they may issue a minor variance to allow for 
the development.

Board of Variance meetings are held on an as-needed 
basis.

Please submit a resume no later than 4:00pm on 
Monday, March 7, 2022, to:

 Secretary to the Board of Variance
 Town of Creston
 PO Box 1339 (238 - 10th Avenue North)
 Creston, BC  V0B 1G0

For more information please call 250-428-2214, ext. 410.

Board of Variance - Call for Membership

Zoning Bylaw Rewrite - Update

Understanding Property Assessments

HIGHER than
Average Change
for Property Class

SIMILAR to the
Average Change
for Property Class

LOWER than 
Average Change
for Property Class

Tax increase is likely
LESS than the increase
set in the Town’s Budget*

Tax increase is likely
SIMILAR to the increase
set in the Town Budget*

Tax increase is likely
MORE than the increase
set in the Town’s Budget*

Your Property’s Value Change Property Tax Impact

The 2022 average change in assessed value for a 
single family home in Creston is a 27% increase.

Are you curious how your 2022 property assessment
will affect your property taxes? The average increase 
across the town was quite high (approximately 27% for 
single-family homes), so it may not have as much of an 
impact as you’d expect.

*In the Town of Creston 2022 Draft Budget, the municipal tax requirement
has increased by 3.65%. Council will finalize the municipal tax require-
ments in February 2022.

A Publication for Town of Creston Residents MARCH 2022ts MATOWN VIEWS

TOWN OF CRESTON • CRESTON.CA • 250.428.2214 • ENGAGE WITH US AT LETSTALK.CRESTON.CA

On March 9, the Town of Creston held a public meeting
to discuss the Affordable Housing issue in Creston. 
There were 59 people in attendance (not including 
Council and staff) with representation from a large 
majority of organizations and non-profits in town, as 
well as business owners, land owners, investors, builders,
developers, realtors and tenants. Also in attendance 
were 7 town of Creston staff, 5 Councillors and Director 
Garry Jackman- RDCK Area A.

Chief Administrative Officer Michael Moore began the 
discussion by presenting information gathered over 
the past years including data from the RDCK Housing 
Needs Report. Margaret Durnin with the Creston 
Valley Community Housing Society (CVCHS) also spoke 
highlighting the ongoing work of the CVCHS in 
addressing the housing affordability issue in Creston. 
The meeting was then opened up to attendees for 
input, comments, and solutions on how we can ‘as a 
community’ address the situation moving forward.

At the Council meeting on March 22nd, Council 
approved the establishment of an Advisory Select 
Committee. Once members are selected and appointed
by Council, the Advisory Select Committee will consider
housing issues and report findings and opionions to 
Council. Staff will advertise for committee member-
ship in the coming weeks.  

Commemorative Plaque PolicyLet’s Talk about Affordable Housing

affordable

Building Creston’s Future

Are you looking to donate a plaque to recognize a past 
or present resident, business or organization in 
Creston? The Town of Creston has a Commemorative 
Plaque Policy that outlines the process to make this 
happen! 

Previously, commemorative plaques could only be 
placed on tree grates in Creston. We’re updating this 
policy to allow for plaque placement on donated 
commemorative items such as picnic tables, benches, 
public art, bike racks, or other outdoor improvement 
items. All requests are suject to Town approval.

Get in touch with our Community Planning and 
Development Department if you’re interested in 
learning more. 
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Filling you in on Potholes

It’s that time a year again, the 
warming temperatures have 
started to thaw the ground in 
places, and with that comes 
potholes. Potholes are formed when 
water seeps into small cracks in the 
asphalt and freezes. The expansion of the ice in the 
crack causes the asphalt to crumble, and potholes 
eventually form after repeated freeze-thaw cycles. 
Potholes, technically speaking, are larger than a hard 
hat (as opposed to cracks) and are in the roadway (as 
opposed to in the curb or boulevard).

The Town of Creston patches potholes throughout 
the winter with a cold mix asphalt product. The cold 
mix is only a  temporary patch and will fail when 
moisture enters and then freezes again. Proper 
repairs that will seal the pavement from moisture can 
only be completed in warmer months when hot mix 
is available. 

The Town’s Public Works crews are continually 
patrolling the roads for potholes as part of their 
routine road maintenance but they don’t always 
notice them all. If you notice a pothole please report it 
on our easy to use app SeeClickFix - available for free 
in the app store. Or visit creston.ca and look for the 
“Report an Issue” button near the top of the page.
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Street sweeping

As the snow begins to melt, and the streets are left 
dirty and dusty. Unfortunately, we can’t just rush out 
and clean the streets right away, as there are many 
factors involved.

Street sweeping cannot begin until the pavement 
temperatures consistently remain above zero. The 
sweeper uses a fine water spray to keep the dust 
from the street dampened down. If the temperatures 

are below freezing, the water spray freezes, and the 
dust and debris remains frozen to the pavement and 
cannot be removed. Also the ice may produce unsafe 
roadways for vehicles, foot traffic at crosswalks and 
intersections.

The sweeper works most efficiently when in tandem 
with a water truck. This causes less wear on the 
sweeper and provides a superior level of sweeping. 
The Town water truck serves as a dual-purpose 
vehicle and converts from a sander in the winter, to a 
water truck. We try to judge when sanding will be 
over for the season, before the change from a winter 
to a summer function.

It is anticipated that the sweeper will begin opera-
tions during the month of March, but this could spill 
into April. Factors, which may affect the start and 
routine of the sweeper are, weather, equipment 
failure, and the need for the sweeper and manpower 
on emergency jobs.

Once sweeping begins, the routes are as follows:
• Downtown 
• School zones
• Hospital area
• Senior complexes
• Residential areas (Done on a rotational basis in order 
  to be fair to all)

The Town owns two sweepers. The mechanical 
sweeper starts by removing the larger rock which is 
screened and reused. The vacuum sweeper will start 
a few days later or the next week picking up the fines. 
Completion timeline varies with weather and equip-
ment failure. There are times that large infrastructure 
emergency repairs may require sweeping staff to 
assist.

Please be patient as it takes several weeks to cover all 
of our roads in Town.

If you notice a pothole 
please report it on our easy 
to use app "SeeClickFix" - 
available for free in the app 
store. Or visit creston.ca and 
look for the “Report an 
Issue” button near the top of 
the page.

Report a Pothole

f 
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Burning Yard Waste

Cooking Fires

The Town of Creston will be conducting the Spring 
Curbside Yard & Garden Curbside Pick-Up in April.

The collection week will be April 19 – 21, 2022. Yard waste 
is collected by the Town Crew and is scheduled for your 
regular garbage day. Due to the overwhelming amounts 
set out, it is possible that the crew will not collect it all in 
one day. Leave it out and they will continue where they 
left off the previous day. If it has not been collected 2 
days after your garbage day, please call and let us know.

How to prepare:
• Branches and prunings (no larger than 6” in diameter) 

are to be wrapped in bundles of 3 feet (1 meter) - a 
manageable size for 1 person to pick up.

• Leaves, twigs, grass cuttings, and organic garden waste 
must be placed in rigid, weather proof containers (e.g., 
garbage cans, cardboard boxes), something that can 
be quickly dumped and returned to the curbside.

• Paper garden bags are permitted.
• NO plastic garbage bags with yard waste will be 

accepted.

• We ask that you please keep all organic yard waste 
separate from household garbage when placing 
curbside for pick up.

• Yard and garden waste may not be picked up if materials 
are not prepared as requested.

Please note:
• The second curbside collection week will be October 26 

– 28, 2022 (on whatever day your garbage is normally 
picked up).

• A reminder that yard waste is for organics only and not 
‘anything found in the yard’. For example: broken 
lawnmowers, paving stones and garden gnomes are 
not accepted.

Spring Yard & Garden Curbside Pickup • The Creston landfill also takes yard waste for free in 
the months of April and October. Shrubs and tree 
branches must be less than 6” in diameter. Large 
loads (larger than 2.5m3 / one truck box) are at the 
discretion of the site attendant and may be turned 
away if the site is too full for the day or it looks like it is 
a commercial load. Plastic and paper bags are NOT 
accepted at the landfill. Bags must be emptied and 
not left on location.

If you live within Town of Creston limits, you are only 
permitted to burn yard waste during the months of 
April and October, and you need a permit from the 
Town of Creston. Permits can be purchased at Town 
Hall – Monday to Friday 8:30am – 4:30pm.
 
Open Burn Permit Pricing:
• Residential leaves, foliage, weeds $15.00
• Freestanding grass and brush $50.00
• Large Piles $85.00
• Land Clearing $250.00
 
Please note: The Venting Index Interactive Map must 
be checked each day before burning. Creston area 
must be blue or green the day of the burn. No burning 
is permitted when Venting Index is Red. Fires must be 
extinguished at the end of each day. The Venting 
Index can be found by Googling “venting index 
interactive map BC” or for a recorded message call 
1-888-281-2992 (opt. #4 Castlegar).

Open air fires are permitted throughout the year in 
fireplaces, grills or barbecues. This includes small fires 
fueled by clean dry wood in a contained fire pit with a 
covering grate to be used for cooking only. Consider-
ation of neighbouring properties and structures is 
required. The Fire Chief or the fire department 
member in charge may require extinguishment of the 
fire if deemed necessary.
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On April 19th, 2022, the new Zoning Bylaw draft will be 
going to the Committee of the Whole for review by 
Council. Along with the Zoning Bylaw will be some 
proposed changes to the Official Community Plan. 

The look and feel of Creston is shaped by the Official 
Community Plan, and the Zoning Bylaw must reflect 
this vision. For the Zoning Bylaw rewrite process to 
move forward, we will need to update the Official 
Community Plan. Over the past 5 years, property uses, 
and community desires have changed. These updates 
will be the first step in our upcoming Official Commu-
nity Plan 5 Year Review and our next step in pulling 
the Zoning Bylaw across the finish line. 

An Open House will be happening on April 13th to 
present the proposed changes, and gather feedback 
from the community. We will also be hosting a Public 
Informational Meeting in Council Chambers on May 
11th. On May 17th the Bylaw will be going to Council for 
a public hearing and 3rd reading. Pending any 
unforeseen circumstances, the new Zoning Bylaw 
will be adopted in May 2022.

It’s going to be a busy couple of months. We hope you 
come along with us!

Zoning Bylaw Re-write

Creston Emergency Services Building Update

The construction of the new Creston Emergency Services Building is continuing on the inside and has 
reached a number of significant milestones. With all the rooms and spaces framed and drywall installed, the 
building is taking shape inside to house the fire department and ambulance paramedics.

While much of the mechanical and electrical systems are nearing completion, there will be a delay in 
ompleting these two systems. With supply chains disrupted and increased construction demand, the project 
will need to wait until June for the main electrical distribution panel and into July for the main HVAC unit. 
This will delay the completion of the building until at least August.

Despite the unanticipated delays, the remainder of the building will continue to move forward. Flooring and 
painting will begin by the end of March. The installation of doors and windows will take place in April. Exterior 
painting of the building will take place as the weather warms as well as the start of landscaping.

Licence of Occupation Policy

The Town of Creston is introducing a Temporary Licence 
of Occupation Policy. The Town wants to encourage 
outdoor dining areas, cafes, markets, public events, and 
fitness classes in public outdoor spaces because vibrant 
public spaces improve quality of life to our community. 

The policy outlines guidelines to allow seasonal and 
short-term use of outdoor public spaces. You can now 
apply to use a public space for a seasonal outdoor 
purpose. Whether you want to host an event in a park 
or create an outdoor patio, you can do it through a 
Temporary Licence of Occupation. This is first-come, 
first-serve, so make sure you check it out! 

All applications will go to Council to ensure they meet 
the policy's intent and are subject to an Agreement 
with the Town. Licence fees may apply.


