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Mayor’s message

2010 Property tax bills.
Where are your tax dollars going?

The grand open1%
ing of the updated
2%
24%
Creston
and
District Commu- 3%
nity Complex was
the highlight of
the month of June
for me, and is
35%
something I will
remember for years to come. Over 300
people attended the event on June 26, and Grants help keep taxes
took advantage of the free swims all after- down
noon in the brand new indoor pool. This is The Town of Creston acknowledges the
a facility our whole region can be proud of. receipt of $556,399 in funding from the
provincial government in 2009-2010. This
stable funding allowed the Town to maintain minimal increases to property taxes,
and keep taxes 20% lower than they would
have been otherwise.

Affordable housing a go

We are now looking forward to the opening of the Tim Hortons store in July. As
well, the construction of “Creston Place”,
a new 3-storey retail and office building in
downtown Creston is underway. With the
recent BC Housing announcement of 24
affordable housing units to be built, it is
fair to say that things are really happening
in a big way in Creston right now!

The Town of Creston is pleased to be
partnering with BC Housing and Columbia
Basin Trust to construct 24 affordable housing units for seniors and people with
disabilities. The new development will be
located on municipally-owned property by
Extra Foods.Each one-bedroom unit will be
approximately 600 square feet in size.

Water Conservation

Did you know that each human needs about
I hope you have a safe and relaxing 50 litres of fresh water daily for drinking,
summer, and that you get out there to enjoy cooking and cleaning? But each Canadian
uses about 330 litres per day and people in
all that the Creston Valley has to offer.
the Columbia Basin use more water than
anywhere in the world!
Mayor Ron Toyota
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To help achieve the Town’s water conservation goals, residents are asked to cooperate with the following water restrictions:
Lawn watering between 6:00 p.m. and
10:00 p.m., according to the following
schedule:
Odd house number addresses - Sundays,
Tuesday and Fridays;
Even house numbers addresses - Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays.
Residents are asked not to water on
Wednesdays, in order to replenish reservoirs. These restrictions apply to lawn
watering only. Flower and vegetable
gardens may be watered at other times,
except on Wednesdays.
You may notice that the Town of Creston
does not follow the same watering schedule as we ask residents to. We have
considered this question carefully, and
determined that the best time to water
Town parks is when they have the fewest
users – which is early in the morning. We
water then, so you can enjoy soccer, baseball and picnics – without getting wet.

www.creston.ca
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Upgrades moving
ahead
Plans for the upgrades to the wastewater
treatment plant are well underway. A
Request for Tender on the project is
currently posted on the Town of Creston
website, as well as on BC Bid. Tenders
will close on July 30, 2010. The successful contractor will be appointed at the
Council meeting of August 10, 2010.

Make way for the
new!

Parking meters

New playground equipment purchased by
the Creston Rotary Club will be installed
at Centennial Park, with the assistance of
the Town works crew before the end of
July 2010. With the exception of the
swings, the old equipment will be
removed to make way for the new playground.

New dust control
product
Dust is a common cause of allergies, and
the Town of Creston is committed to
minimizing road dust from unpaved
lanes. The Town of Creston is using
calcium chloride as a new dust control
product on all roads and alleyways
requiring it within Town limits. This new
product is replacing the former oil-based
application.

Please note that all parking meters are in
full force during the months of July and
August. Council has rescinded free
summer parking. Thanks for your cooperation.

Mandatory smoke
alarms in BC
Every residential building built before
1979 must have a smoke alarm installed
by May 1, 2010. The new law, under the
BC Fire Code, aims to increase public
safety and awareness, in order to help
reduce the health risks and property
damage caused by fire in older residential
buildings.

Adopt a pet
The Town of Creston sometimes has dogs
and cats available for adoption through
our Pet Adoption Program. When pets are
available, we post information and photos
on our website at www.creston.ca.
If you’d like more information on pet
adoption, please contact the Bylaw
Services department at (250) 428-2214
ext. 231.

Citizen Survey coming
up
To assist the Town in providing the highest quality of municipal services, we will
be conducting a survey this fall. We’d like
to get public input on solid waste collection, and how residents pay for this
service. We will be looking at possible
options around moving from the current
property-tax based model to a fee-forservice model. We’ll also be considering
ways to improve the service. We look
forward to your participation.

Sidewalk construction
The 16th Avenue sidewalk project is
progressing well. Crews are currently at
work on the sections between Alder
Street and McLaren Street and are planning their work to minimize disruptions
to residents. Project updates are posted
regularly on the Public Notice page at
www.creston.ca.
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Mayor and RDCK directors at the grand opening of the pool. Pictured: (from left) Creston RCMP Staff Sgt. Gord
Stewart, Regional District of Central Kootenay Area A director Garry Jackman, Nelson-Creston MLA Michelle
Mungall, RDCK chair Gary Wright, Creston Mayor Ron Toyota, RDCK Area B director John Kettle, RDCK Area C
director Larry Binks, Kootenay-Columbia MP Jim Abbott, former community and rural development minister and East
Kootenay MLA Bill Bennett, and Const. Dave Black.
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