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Ask any municipality, and I’m sure that they will tell you that asset management and
infrastructure replacement is one of their major challenges. The Town of Creston endeavours
to balance the maintenance of existing, aging infrastructure while being fiscally responsible
and environmentally sustainable. Today’s asset management practices involve planning for the
full lifecycle of an asset which includes not only the implementation and ongoing maintenance
of that asset, but also for the asset’s eventual replacement. In the case of the Town’s
wastewater treatment plant, ensuring compliance with Provincial regulations which change
with legislation, is also an important consideration.
The Town of Creston’s wastewater treatment plant is one of the Town’s major assets that are
subject to stringent regulations from the Ministry of Environment. Every municipality is
mandated to have a system in place to deal with bio-solids management, which is a part of the
wastewater treatment process. Thanks to funding received from the Federal Government
through the Strategic Gas Tax Fund, the Town was awarded a $2.83 million grant
(approximately 75% of the cost) to go towards the upgrading of the current dewatering facility
and develop a permanent, long-term solution for bio-solids handling. The project went out to
tender and Council awarded WSP Engineering the contract to design, construct and
commission a new solids dewatering facility at the wastewater treatment plant.
At our July 14, 2020 Town Council meeting held at Millennium Park, Council approved the
General Contract to Carver Construction of Penticton, BC for $3,781,650 with construction of
the dewatering facility commencing in July 2020 and completion scheduled for April 2021.
Columbia Brewery and our Town reserves (earmarked specifically for the wastewater
treatment plant) will cover the difference in cost between grant funding received.
You may be wondering, what exactly are bio-solids? The short answer is that bio-solids are
by-products of the waste processed through our wastewater treatment plant. For many years
we removed the “sludge” which was hauled and applied on Town-owned agricultural lands
located at Mallory Road and Kootenay River Road. The sludge collection process was quite
time consuming and labour intensive. Currently, we collect and store this product in
“geotubes” from our Bulk Volume Fermenter (BVF). This was a temporary solution that
resulted in a dramatically dryer product, resulting in less volume, which can be applied more
efficiently. The use of geotubes has proven to be extremely effective and will now be a part of
the permanent facility.
Upon completion of this project the Town of Creston will be able to process bio-solids
throughout the year without changing the current wastewater processes. This will allow more

control of solids management within the BVF, keeping levels at a safe depth, and preventing
future unexpected upsets. Solids will be dewatered in the geotube container, and then be
hauled and land applied under the Organic Matter Recycling Regulations (OMRR), resulting in
the highest possible quality of bio-solids for our natural environment. It will also fulfill one of
Council’s strategic priorities which is infrastructure renewal.
Do not hesitate to contact me by:

Visiting me at my office in Town Hall
Email me at ron.toyota@creston.ca
Call me at 250 428 2214 (extension 111)

Bio-Solids Site Prep July 27, 2020

Bio-Solids Site Prep August 18, 2020

