Our Permanent Bio-Solids Handling System Is Complete!
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Our wastewater treatment plant is one of the most significant assets that
the Town of Creston has. Every municipality in Canada is mandated to
have a system in place to deal with bio-solids management, which is a
part of the wastewater treatment process. All wastewater treatment
processes are subject to stringent regulations from the Ministry of
Environment in order to greatly reduce potential contamination of the
environment. As a result, any changes or upgrades to infrastructure are a
major undertaking. Thanks to nearly $3 million in federal and provincial
grant funding received through the Strategic Gas Tax, with additional
funding from the Columbia Brewery and the Town’s sewer reserve fund
(approximately $1 million), the permanent bio-solids handling system for
the wastewater treatment plant is now complete!
You may be wondering, what exactly are bio-solids? The short answer is
that bio-solids are by-products of the waste processed through our
wastewater treatment plant. For many years, we removed the “sludge”
which was hauled and applied on Town owned agricultural lands located
at Mallory Road and Kootenay River Road; a process which was quite
time consuming and labour intensive. The temporary solution that was in
place prior to our new bio-solids handling system was to collect and store
this product in “geotubes” from our Bulk Volume Fermenter (BVF), which
resulted in a dramatically dryer product that was lighter in volume. The
permanent bio-solids handling system dewaters the bio-solids in geotube
containers and in time, allows us to apply this lighter product to our

Town owned lands. The reduction in volume and increased storage
capacity means that we can now apply the product more efficiently.
I first wrote about this project in March 2018 when the Town of Creston
received the federal Gas Tax Funds that staff had applied for to address
the need for a permanent structure that is in conformance with Ministry
of Environment regulations. Although the construction start date was
somewhat delayed due to the pandemic, in July 2020, Carver
Construction of Kelowna was awarded the construction contract and
began work immediately, completing the project nine months later in
April 2021. Although the final cost details were not yet confirmed at the
time of writing this article, I can tell you that the project did come in
under the $3.788 million Council approved budget by approximately
$100,000. Thank you to all consultants and staff who have worked so
diligently to modernize this important asset for the Town of Creston!
Do not hesitate to contact me by:

Visiting me at my office in Town Hall
Email me at ron.toyota@creston.ca
Call me at 250 428 2214 (extension 111)

Word Count: 451

From L-R – Councillor Jim Elford, Mayor Ron Toyota, Councillor Jen Comer (in front of geotube)

