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Kootenay Band is traditionally known as Yaqan Nukiy, literally meaning, "where the rock stands," in the 
Ktunaxa language. The Lower Kootenay Band Community is one of four Canadian and two USA bands which 
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of Understanding and Friendship that guides our community relations is as relevant today as when it was 
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collaborative efforts that benefit the Yaqan Nukiy people, residents of the surrounding rural areas and citizens 
of our municipality.  This commitment has helped to shape this OCP.

	 Note - This Plan is without prejudice to and cannot be used to define and/or limit Aboriginal and Treaty Rights and 
Aboriginal Title of First Nations in British Columbia. The OCP has no jurisdiction over Indian Reserves or Treaty 
Settlement Lands.

Town of Creston and Lower Kootenay Band joint Council Inaugural Meeting, December 1, 2014
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Additionally, this Official Community Plan could not have been completed without the contributions and input 
from the following participants: 

 • 	 The Lower Kootenay Band with whom the Town of Creston has a Memorandum of Understanding & 
Friendship; 

•	 Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) Electoral Area Directors (Dir. Jackman, Dir. Wall and Dir. 
Binks) and RDCK staff (Sangita Sudan and Meeri Durand);

•	 The Official Community Plan Advisory Committee (Tammy Bradford, Councillor Jim Elford, Randy 
Fediuk, Justine Keirn, Matthew Maddess, Signe Miller, Jill Phelps, Rita Scott, Councillor Karen Unruh, 
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Creston has a vision...
Creston is made up of walkable and connected 
neighbourhoods, including a pedestrian-friendly 
Downtown Core that acts as a social and economic 
hub. The community features quality and diverse 
housing options that are affordable, accessible 
and that allow for multi-generational living and 
aging in place. A comprehensive trail system runs 
through the community and connects important 
institutions and parks. The community trail system 
also connects to a regional system that extends 
throughout the Creston Valley. The economic 
industries of forestry, agriculture and local retail 
are expanded on by value-added industries, agri-
tourism and outdoor recreation. The preservation 
of the natural environment, the celebration of the 
social and cultural realms and the form of the built 
environment all allow for a sense of place that 
emphasizes the area’s history, landscape, beauty 
and sense of forward thinking.

Purpose
This Official Community Plan (OCP) is intended 
to provide a framework to guide growth and 
development in Creston towards the community’s 
vision for the future. The Plan offers policy direction 
on: land use; housing; circulation and mobility; 
infrastructure and servicing; Connectivity and green 
space; and, to some extent, social and economic 
development. The Plan also offers direction on 
how to implement the policies it contains; setting 
out specific steps the Town of Creston can take to 
implement the OCP in the short term and the longer 
term. 

OCP - FRESHLY PICKED FUTURE
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OCP - FRESHLY PICKED FUTURE

II. HOW TO USE THIS PLAN

How to Use this Plan
After a robust community engagement process 
(detailed in the following Section III of this Plan), the 
Town of Creston set to work developing this Official 
Community Plan (OCP).   This Plan is seen as a 
tool for the local government, residents, developers, 
and those who may be considering making Creston 
their new home!  The Plan is formatted with the 
following sections: 

1.	 Creston has a vision; see page 7 of this 
Plan.  It is our intention that this Plan has lasting 
legacies and we hope it resonates with the reader.  

2.	 Creston Experience Principles reflect the 
community values that were consistently expressed 
by residents throughout the community engagement 
process, detailed on page 17 of this Plan.  These 
Creston Experience Principles were the foundation 
upon which the Land Use Policies were developed.

3.	 Land Use Policies, detailed on pages 25 – 
42 of this Plan, reflect the community’s preferred 
approach to the management of growth and 
development. 

4.	 Eight Development Permit Areas (DPAs) 
with associated guidelines (Section VI of this Plan) 
have been established to provide assurances to the 
community about the way in which development will 
occur.  DPAs also provide certainty to stakeholders 
about requirements for development in defined 
areas of the community.  

5.	 Section VII Energy and Greenhouse  
Gas Emissions (pg. 73 of this plan) details the 
commitments of the Town of Creston in taking steps 
to conserve energy and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.

6.	 Community Goals and Policies are a 
step beyond the typical approach of an OCP, as 
being purely a  land use document, in which the 
community’s aspirations are detailed on pages 81 - 
100 of this Plan.

7.	 Future Harvests (pages 101 - 107 of this 
Plan) details the steps that the Town of Creston 
can take to making their goals a reality.  This 
Section includes community enhancement projects, 
municipal homework, developer homework, new 
Town Hall approaches to the management of growth 
and development, and regulatory updates that will 
be required for consistency with this OCP. 

8.	 Maps, Section X of this Plan, are numerous 
and work in tandem with policies and objectives 
found throughout the OCP.

9.	 Appendices, Section XI of this Plan, are 
supporting pieces of information, including but not 
limited to: definitions, typologies, etc.  

Read on......
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(He wouldn
’t tell!)

Thank you for 
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Official Community 
Plan Review!
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III. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
















































































































































































































































































