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Alternate Compliance Methods for Alterations to Existing Buildings to Add 
a Secondary Suite 

BCBC Division A 1.1.1.1.(6) - For the design and construction of alterations to existing buildings 
to add a secondary suite, not including the design and construction of new additions or new 
buildings, the Alternate Compliance Methods for Alterations to Existing Buildings to Add a 
Secondary Suite in Table 1.1.1.1.(6) may be substituted for requirements contained elsewhere 
in this Code. (See Note A-1.1.1.1.(6).) [see note below]

A-1.1.1.1.(6) Alternate Compliance Methods for Alterations to Existing Buildings to Add a 
Secondary Suite. The requirements in Division B for the construction of secondary suites [seen in 
Advisory #1] was written primarily for new construction and provides for a performance level 
that is higher than what may exist in existing buildings. To apply present Code provisions to 
existing buildings is in many cases impractical. The Table of Alternate Compliance Methods for 
Alterations to Existing Buildings to Add a Secondary Suite was developed to provide alternate 
methods, when dealing with existing construction, without compromising the objectives of the 
Code. Table 1.1.1.1.(6) [found within this document] may be considered when assessing an 
existing additional dwelling unit located in a single family dwelling building (house), however is 
not intended to be applied as a retroactive code to these existing units, nor be applied to 
buildings of new construction where there are no existing assemblies to act as practical 
barriers to compliance with Division B of this Code. Figure A-1.1.1.1.(6) illustrates the application 
of Table 1.1.1.1.(6) to existing buildings. 
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Application of Alternative Compliance Methods in Table 1.1.1.1.(6)
Table A-1.1.1.1.(6) [shown below] is not mandatory, and an owner may choose to
 • apply acceptable solutions in Division B,
 • apply alternative solutions under Clause 1.2.1.1.(1)(b),
 • apply alternate compliance methods in Table A-1.1.1.1.(6), or
 • combine these options
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